
Why Pedestrian Accidents Spike at Night in Florida and How to Prove 
Liability 

A Tampa pedestrian accident lawyer explains legal options for injured 
pedestrians 

Pedestrian accidents can happen at any time. However, these accidents often occur at night, 
especially in busy cities like Tampa, where many people are out walking after dark. 

But why are nighttime pedestrian accidents so common and so serious? What makes nighttime 
so dangerous for pedestrians? And what legal options are available for injured pedestrians? 
How do you prove the at-fault driver caused your nighttime pedestrian accident? And what 
happens if your pedestrian injury claim is denied? What are your legal options? A Tampa 
pedestrian accident attorney at Armando Personal Injury Law explains. 

How bad are pedestrian accidents at night? 

The numbers are clear. The vast majority of pedestrian accidents happen at night, especially 
when it comes to serious or fatal pedestrian accidents. An estimated 76 percent of pedestrian 
fatalities occur after dark, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA). And since more than 9,000 pedestrians die every year nationwide in accidents, that 
means an estimated 6,840 pedestrian deaths occur each year due to nighttime pedestrian 
accidents – nearly 19 pedestrian fatalities every night. 

Are nighttime pedestrian accidents common in Florida? 

Like the rest of the country, the vast majority of pedestrian accidents and fatalities in Florida 
occur at night. Overall, roughly 10,000 pedestrian accidents happen every year in Florida, 
resulting in nearly 800 deaths, according to accident data collected by the Florida Department 
of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (FLHSMV). That means roughly 7,500 pedestrian 
accidents happen at night in Florida, resulting in roughly 600 nighttime pedestrian deaths each 
year. 

Why do so many pedestrian accidents happen after dark? 

Pedestrian accidents happen more often at night for many different reasons. But in general, 
many of these accidents occur due to the dangerous or reckless behavior of drivers at night. 
Some of the specific reasons why there are so many serious nighttime pedestrian accidents 
include: 

• Reduced visibility – Drivers often can’t see pedestrians in dark clothing until it’s too late. 

• Poor lighting – Many intersections, sidewalks, and crosswalks are dimly lit or completely 
unlit. 
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• Speeding – Drivers going too fast have less time to react when a pedestrian steps into 
the road. 

• Drunk driving – Nighttime crashes often involve intoxicated drivers coming from bars or 
events. 

• Distracted driving – Cell phone use or other distractions are more common during late-
night driving. 

• Reckless driving – Swerving, running red lights, or failing to yield to pedestrians happens 
more frequently after dark. 

Too often, drivers blame the pedestrian for “coming out of nowhere” when it was really the 
driver’s own dangerous behavior that caused the crash. That’s why it’s so important to examine 
all the facts in these cases. Poor visibility alone isn’t an excuse for hitting someone. If a driver 
isn’t paying attention or driving safely, they should be held responsible for their actions. 

Why are nighttime pedestrian accident injuries so serious? 

Pedestrian accidents are always dangerous, but injuries at night tend to be even more severe. 
That’s because nighttime collisions often happen at higher speeds and with less warning. 
Victims are less likely to brace for impact, increasing the chances of major trauma. Without 
vehicle protection, pedestrians absorb the full force of the crash. 

Common reasons nighttime pedestrian injuries are often more serious include: 

• High-speed impact – Drivers may not slow down at all before striking a pedestrian. 

• Delayed emergency response – At night, crashes may take longer to be discovered or 
reported to police or emergency medical personnel. 

• Reduced pedestrian visibility – Drivers may strike vital parts of the body like the head or 
spine. 

• Intoxicated or drowsy drivers – Many drivers are more likely to be drunk or tired and 
cause devastating crashes. 

When crashes like this happen, injured pedestrians often sustain serious head injuries, spinal 
cord trauma, broken bones or internal bleeding. Many need extensive surgeries or long-term 
rehab to recover. In the worst cases, injuries are fatal. The consequences can change a life in 
seconds. That’s why injured pedestrians and their families should meet with a lawyer right 
away after a serious nighttime pedestrian accident. 

Who’s at fault for causing nighttime pedestrian accidents? 

In many nighttime pedestrian crashes, the at-fault party is the driver. Florida law requires 
drivers to exercise extra caution when visibility is low or conditions are dangerous. That 



includes slowing down, staying alert, and watching for pedestrians crossing streets, even in 
areas without marked crosswalks or poor streetlighting. When a driver fails to take these 
precautions and hits someone, they can be held legally responsible. 

Some drivers argue that pedestrians are to blame just because the accident happened at night. 
But walking outside after dark does not make someone automatically at fault. If a driver was 
speeding, distracted or impaired, that is negligent behavior, regardless of the time of day. Every 
pedestrian has the same right to safely use the road, day or night. 

Determining fault requires a detailed investigation. That often includes looking at things like 
skid marks, surveillance video, crash data and witness statements. It also means reviewing the 
driver’s conduct, not just the pedestrian’s location. An experienced lawyer can sort out the 
details and fight to make sure fault is placed where it belongs – on the driver who caused the 
pedestrian accident. 

How do you prove fault for a nighttime pedestrian accident? 

Proving who caused a pedestrian accident at night often requires more than just saying what 
happened. Insurance companies rarely accept a victim’s word without evidence, especially if 
the crash happened in poor lighting. That’s why it’s so important to collect detailed 
documentation and start investigating right away. The stronger your evidence, the stronger 
your case. 

An attorney will look for signs of driver negligence, including: 

• Was the driver speeding?  

• Using their phone?  

• Driving under the influence?  

Even small mistakes – like failing to yield – can become major factors when a pedestrian is hurt. 
Crash scene photos, police reports and traffic surveillance videos can be used to build a clear 
timeline of what happened – and who was at fault. Other helpful tools can include: 

• Accident reconstruction expert testimony 

• Witness statements 

• Vehicle data showing how fast the car was going at the time of the crash 

The key is proving the driver had time and ability to avoid the collision, but didn’t do anything 
to avoid causing the accident. That’s what turns a tragic pedestrian accident into a case of legal 
liability. 

What if the at-fault driver denies causing a nighttime pedestrian accident? 



Drivers often deny responsibility after hitting a pedestrian at night. They may claim they didn’t 
see the pedestrian or argue the victim was jaywalking. These tactics are designed to avoid 
financial responsibility and protect their insurance company. But just because a driver denies 
fault doesn’t mean they aren’t legally responsible (liable) for paying for the accident. 

Common driver excuses in nighttime crashes include: 

• “The pedestrian came out of nowhere.” 

• “They weren’t in a crosswalk.” 

• “It was too dark to see anything.” 

• “I didn’t have time to stop.” 

• “They were wearing dark clothing.” 

An experienced pedestrian accident lawyer knows how to push back against these arguments. 
A proper investigation can reveal whether the driver was really paying attention, had their 
headlights on, or was going too fast for conditions. Many nighttime crashes are completely 
preventable and such excuses often don’t hold up in court. If a driver hit you, they should be 
held accountable, no matter what’s their excuse. 

Can I sue the driver who caused my nighttime pedestrian accident? 

Yes. Florida law allows injured pedestrians to sue the at-fault driver in most cases, especially 
when the crash results in serious injuries. Filing a lawsuit may be necessary if the insurance 
company denies your claim, refuses to negotiate in good faith or makes a low settlement offer. 
A lawsuit allows you to present your case in court and seek full compensation for medical bills, 
lost income, and pain and suffering. It also sends a message that careless driving has 
consequences. 

Many injury claims are resolved through settlements before trial, but preparing for court often 
leads to better outcomes. Filing a lawsuit doesn’t mean you’ll be stuck in court for years. 
Instead, it often gives your lawyer more leverage to negotiate with insurance companies. And 
many insurance companies would rather negotiate than go to trial, where a judge or jury may 
award significant damages, the legal term for compensation for financial losses. 

If you were hit by a driver at night, don’t assume you’re out of options. Suing the driver may be 
the best path to getting the justice and all the compensation you deserve. A skilled Florida 
pedestrian accident lawyer can walk you through the process, explain your options and fight for 
your rights every step of the way, whether it’s at the negotiating table or in a courtroom. 

How can a Tampa pedestrian injury lawyer help with my nighttime accident? 

Pedestrian accidents at night in Tampa or another Florida city often quickly turn into 
complicated legal cases. Injuries can be severe. Expenses can add up fast. And insurance 



companies for the at-fault party are often reluctant to pay injured pedestrians the money they 
rightfully deserve. 

This is why it’s critical that injured pedestrians turn to a Tampa pedestrian accident lawyer who 
understands the state’s legal system and knows how to successfully resolve such cases. 
Otherwise, injured pedestrians could end up having to pay for their accident expenses out of 
their own pocket. 

An experienced Tampa pedestrian accident attorney at Armando Personal Injury Law can help 
you explore the legal options available to you. That way, you don’t leave money on the table for 
your nighttime pedestrian accident. To learn more about your legal rights, contact our law firm 
and schedule a free consultation with a Tampa pedestrian accident lawyer you can count on in 
a crisis. 
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