Why Liability Matters In A Shooting On Campus

An experienced Florida personal injury attorney explains the legal process

From large universities in Tampa, Gainesville, and Orlando to campuses in communities like
Clearwater, Sarasota, and Fort Myers, students and families across the region face the same
terrifying reality when safety on campus breaks down.

A college campus shooting leaves more than shock and grief in its wake. In Tampa and across
Florida, the aftermath of a fatal shooting can devastate families, disrupt futures, and fracture
entire communities. Survivors may face lifelong medical treatment, families may be left with
funeral expenses, and the emotional scars can run even deeper than the physical ones.

While the criminal justice system focuses on punishing the shooter, victims often wonder what
happens next. How do they rebuild their lives? How do they afford medical care, counseling, or
replace lost income?

The answer lies in the civil justice system, a system designed not to imprison, but to hold
negligent parties accountable and deliver compensation that victims and families need to move
forward. With guidance from a Tampa personal injury lawyer, survivors and families have a
stronger chance of securing justice and the financial support they need to rebuild their futures.

Understanding liability beyond the shooter

The person who pulled the trigger in a campus shooting is criminally responsible, but criminal
charges do little to compensate survivors or families. Civil liability takes a different approach. It
asks: who could have prevented this tragedy, and who failed in their duty of care?

Florida law and higher education institution codes reflect the importance of prevention.
Although the state allows “permitless carry,” typically, Florida statutes prohibit loaded, uncased
firearms at schools, colleges, and professional athletic events unless specifically authorized.
These rules exist to protect students and staff, yet shootings still occur when safety measures
are ignored or poorly enforced.

Recent incidents underscore how quickly lives can be shattered. In April 2025, Florida State
University in Tallahassee was the site of a deadly campus shooting that left at least two people
dead and several others injured. Closer to the Tampa Bay area, the University of South Florida
reported its first on-campus homicide in nearly two decades when two men were arrested after
a fatal shooting in a USF parking lot in 2023, according to Gun Violence Archive.

For families coping with school shooting fatalities, liability matters because it ensures
accountability beyond the shooter. It prevents institutions from ignoring safety responsibilities,
and it gives victims and families a path to financial and emotional recovery. Without this pursuit
of liability, the weight of loss falls unfairly on those already suffering.
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Common safety failures that contribute to school shooting fatalities

Many school shooting fatalities are not solely the result of a gunman’s actions, but also of
systemic failures that made violence easier or deadlier. Some of the most common breakdowns
include:

e Negligent security practices: Broken locks on dorms, unmanned entry points, and lack
of surveillance cameras create opportunities for violence.

¢ Ignored warning signs: Universities sometimes receive reports of threats or violent
behavior but fail to intervene or alert law enforcement.

e Failure to restrict access: Allowing expelled students or unauthorized individuals to
freely enter campus increases risks.

e Slow emergency response: Inadequate lockdown procedures, outdated alert systems,
or poor coordination with police delay lifesaving action.

Proving these failures takes more than speculation. It requires expert testimony, forensic
analysis, and access to records that institutions may try to conceal. That’s why an experienced
Tampa personal injury lawyer’s persistence and resources are critical.

Who can be held liable after a shooting on campus?

A shooting on campus rarely happens in a vacuum. Often, it stems from a chain of failures by
organizations responsible for safety. Identifying liable parties is the cornerstone of building a
strong civil case, and in Tampa, those parties may include:

e Universities and colleges: Schools have a duty to protect students, staff, and visitors.
Liability may arise when institutions cut corners on security budgets, ignore threats, or
fail to act on warning signs.

e Property management and security companies: Many Tampa campuses rely on third-
party companies to manage dorms, parking lots, or event spaces. When these
companies fail to train staff, maintain secure facilities, or monitor entry points, they can
be held accountable.

e Event organizers: If a college campus shooting occurs during a school-sponsored
concert, sporting event, or fraternity gathering, organizers who neglected proper safety
measures may share liability.

Each case requires a thorough investigation. A lawyer’s role is to follow the evidence, uncover
every liable party, and ensure that no one responsible escapes accountability.

Steps to take after a campus shooting in Florida

In the wake of a campus shooting, survivors and families are often overwhelmed with grief,
trauma, and uncertainty. Taking the right steps immediately after the tragedy can protect both



your health and your legal rights. While every situation is different, certain actions are critical
for victims and families in Florida.

o Seek immediate medical care: Even if injuries do not seem life-threatening, it is
essential to undergo a full medical evaluation. Gunshot wounds, concussions, and
trauma-related conditions can quickly worsen without treatment. Medical records also
serve as vital evidence in a legal claim.

e Report the incident and cooperate with authorities: Victims and families should
provide statements to campus security, local police, or state investigators. These reports
establish a clear record of what happened, which can be important in proving liability
later.

e Document everything: Keep track of hospital bills, funeral costs, counseling sessions,
and lost wages. Collect photographs, text messages, or witness accounts that connect
the incident to safety lapses or negligence. The more evidence you preserve, the
stronger your case becomes.

e Understand your rights under Florida law: State statutes prohibit weapons on school
and university grounds except under narrow exceptions. If a shooting still occurred, it
may point to failures in enforcement, negligent security, or ignored warning signs.

e Consult a Tampa personal injury lawyer: The most important step for families facing
school shooting fatalities or survivors struggling to recover is to schedule a free
consultation with an attorney who has experience in holding institutions accountable. A
lawyer can investigate what went wrong, identify liable parties, and fight for
compensation to cover medical care, funeral expenses, lost income, and long-term
trauma.

No victim or grieving family should have to shoulder the costs of a campus shooting alone.
Having the right advocate levels the playing field and ensures that powerful institutions cannot
avoid responsibility.

How a Tampa personal injury lawyer helps victims fight for justice

Pursuing damages after a university shooting is not straightforward. Institutions and insurance
companies employ seasoned defense teams whose goal is to minimize payouts and shield
reputations. Victims are often pressured into low settlements, or their claims are dismissed
outright for lack of evidence.

While the fight for compensation is difficult, it becomes manageable with the right
representation. An experienced Tampa personal injury lawyer takes on the burden and guides
victims through every step. That includes:

¢ Independent investigations: Gathering surveillance footage, interviewing witnesses,
and exposing negligence that institutions would rather hide.
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e Expert collaboration: Working with security, safety, and law enforcement professionals
to build airtight cases.

e Accurate valuation of damages: Ensuring that settlements reflect the true costs of
medical care, lost income, and lifelong trauma.

e Aggressive negotiation: Standing firm against universities, insurers, and corporate
defendants who attempt to minimize claims.

For Attorney Armando Edmiston, this is more than legal strategy. It is a mission rooted in his
Tampa upbringing: To stand up for those treated unjustly, to fight fiercely, and to treat every
client like family.

Fierce advocacy for victims of campus shootings

When a college campus shooting shatters lives, liability becomes a lifeline. Holding negligent
parties accountable ensures survivors and families in Tampa and across Florida are not left to
suffer alone.

No amount of money can undo the pain, but fair compensation provides stability. Medical bills,
long-term care, funeral costs, lost income, and lifelong trauma demand justice.

Armando Personal Injury Law delivers the strength and relentless advocacy victims need to face
powerful institutions. With millions recovered for clients in Tampa Bay, the firm proves that
justice is possible. If you were injured or lost a loved one in a Florida campus shooting, contact
us today for a free consultation. From the first call to the final resolution, we stand with you

every step of the way.
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